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HISTORY OF USS FREDERICK C. DAVIS (DE-136)

'&'hé 1600 ton destroyer escort USS FREDERICK C..DAVIS, wes the iast
combatant ship to be sunk in the Atlantic Ocean during World %a: IT. Shz was
constructed by the Consclidated Steel Compeny, Orangs, Tezas, diwing "Ql—f‘ ard
spent her entire career in the Atlantic. The xeel of tha dnaf'“oy ------ LCOLT WeS
1laid on 9 November 1942. She was launched on 2& January 19%h5, with aI‘.is . Dowckir
Ronwins serving as sponsor.

¥:C,DAVIS was named for Ensign Frederick Curtice Davis, USI'R. £grsigh
Davis was born 21 Qctober 1925 in Rock County, Wisccasin. He erlisted in the
Nery in 1939 and was designated & naval aviator in 1940, &nsign Davis wus
killed in action while serving in Oheervation Squadron QNE, USS NEVADA in the
Hawailan Ares on 7 December 1941.

After commissioning on 14 July 1943, the destroyer escort cperated on
escort duty, entl-spbmarine, peircls duvy and speclel cperetions in the Atlantic
A, £ 040,
see peantBRl &eﬂifq B% TTmine Poro e s
ey W _ .
In December 1943, the ship wos 2nw-of She. two units which composed Task

Group 80.2 in USS IKRPERY €. JOMES. O} .wr‘amh 1943, FReDERITK €. DAVIS

and BERBERT C, JCNUS were sailing enrcute: ohislpicrs, A_.é,E“lE.. They arrived the
following éay, end were acsigaed at erenrts for convoys 185 24 end GUE 23 on b
December bouwnd or Orak, Algerio. The Two sbips arrived iu Ocen on 6 Decermber,
and moored iw Mera Ll febis Herbor

While iv Ocan, FREDERECK Q. DATIS underwent temporary renairs to remedy a
lealcage i’a the lower scund rcoa, (m 21 Deccabor, Licutznant Comnander 0. W,
G.oepner was relieved as Commcading OTicer by Lievtepant- Curnarder R. C.
Robblns; Jr., USHR.

O 1ae

Sx=mid-December, the ship joined convoy GUS 24, An
alghted off the starboard beam at a distance of 200 ;yards ,
a merchant vessel which hed joined the convoy, was struck by a torpedo , axd the
escorts shifted to concentrate on a counter-attack off the pért bow of the :
convoy.

ty lifeboat was

The ship increased speed and commenced a rapld zig-zag, patrolling from
the starboord beam to shead of the convoy. The escorts commenced dropping
depth charges. An enemy submarine was forced to surface as & result of the
depth chargee, and USS WOOLSEY sgnk the submarine with gunfire., The torpedoed

. merchant vessel -returned to Oran sccompenied by FREDERICK C. DAVIS and HERBERT -
C. JONHB, freR. N Dee,
per. AS PEC +
During the latter part of December l9l+3, the destroyer escort, made another
voyage 4o Algiers, returning to Oran on 2¢ December.

CK C, DAVIS and HERBERT C. JOMES were assigned as escorts for Convoy
KME 36,60 4 Janwary for a waysge to Bizerte, Tunisia. They arrived on the Tth an
the voyage vas uneventful. The escort was assigned to a special troop convoy on
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e, January whose (estination was Neples, Italy. Numerous contacts were madc
enroute to Naples, however, they were all determined to be false. The convoy
arrived in the Bay of Neples on lﬁlJanuary 1944 .
Got ynoEawhy 1] Jan For AMemie. Lad iwg EBAEL, AT Shauzeno 67"'5")"“)'
ww;_,, DE. 236 was assigned to teke part Ln the landings at inzio which had been srt.
SWe- ¢ For the 22nd. Her cuties were to provide anti-submarine end anti-circraft
Nﬁx JtN-protection for ships in the firc-support aress. During the remginder of the m.
FREDERTCK C. DAVIS maintained & patrol along the nortnwestwoard Lorwmdariss of
the designated cnchorage aree off Cepe d' Anzio, Italy;ws:™ Meeeery C.oweg e 8AR-
Ri€ sreeam. ERUITHENT T0 CoMBar Enguy Roexer. PROPELED, RApio-Ditceres Suosr. BoMBS.
During the ensuing deys, the oply serious enemy cperations toward ships in
the task force come from aircraft end mines. Shelling by enemy shore bat-
teries was very sporadic, causing ninor, if any, damege to the task force.

The ship experienced over 1C0O air reid alerts and 29 actual bombings dur.:
this pericd. Surprisec attacks were very few due to the effectiveness cf the
fighter-director ship and a speclal U, §. Aruy teem on board. The littie
escort usually manetdrered as close to Anzlo harbor es safe navigation would
permit to afford more protection to ships unloading and harbor facillties
during the dive bombing attncks.

Three enemy aircraft, two fighter- oombers and one medium bomber of an urn-
»» known type, were shot down by the rhip. Tactics at night included horizontal
=, and dive bombing after drcpping filcores.

Two enemy aircraft were shot down on 24 Junuary. A fighter-bomber group
of four aircraft dove out of the sun toward Anzie harbor. FREDERICK C. DAVIS
was patrolling at two thirds speed, with battle stations manned. One aircraft
banked to left on e course parallel to the ship's course at ebout 1,000 feet
altitude. The plane was taken under fire with all guns whon off the starboard
quarter at a range of about g,000 yards. It caught fire when off' the bean,
crashing on land.

At 1808, during a concentrated attack by horizontal dive bombers, a medium
bomber was taken under fire by the ship. This plane had one engine burning,
but was maintaining its altitude and speed. Tracers from all guns seemed to be
hitting, and the plane finally burst into flames and spun in, crashing about
800 yards inshere from Cape 4' Anzio.

At 1050 on the 27th, warning was received to expect a fighter~bomber attack.
At 1107, planes were sighted off the stern, diving toward Anzio Harbor. The
first group of four aircraft pressed home their attack and were taken under
fire by DAVIS and all cther vessels in the arca. Frdendly aircraft entered
the melee and firing was checked.

Another group of two FW-190's were spotted at approximately 8,000 Teet
diving in the woke of the first ettack group. The 40 MM gun crew, which had
sighted the plenes, commenced {iring. One plane went Into a spin, splashing
about 1,300 yards off the stern. No parachute was secn, and the wreckoge sank
immedintely. It is possible that three planes were fighter coverage for the
bombers, diving to attack our eircraft, as no bombs exploded when the plane
crashed, The second fighter plane pulled out of its dive at about 6,000
feet and headed toward German lines to the North,
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Daage to FREDERICK C. DAVIS during the cttacks was very slight. At 1%21,
on 2f January, a group of Tighter-bombers making a run over the ship toward
horbor installotions at Anzico, were taken uniar heavy Tire from the ship.
Shortly thereafter, a second group of cneny fighter-bombers were sighued high
above, mnking o horizontal run, their bombs already avay.

Thirteen bombs struck in & radivs of 100 yards around DAVIS, three within
20 yerds on either quarter and the port bow. They were upproximately 100
pound fregmentoation bombs. Numerous shrapeel holes were tound on the raort
side forward, rwostly in the superstructurc.

One man on gun No.l received & shrapnel wound in his right shoulder. On
two occasions during night dive-bonbing cttacks, bonbs fell close aboerd, but
no damage was received, BStrafing oocurred on one of these occasions, btut all
missiles appeared to strike the weter cheod of the ship.

During the perdicd 1 to 11 February 1944, FREDERICK C. DAVIS meintzined
anti-aircraft and anti-submarine patrol in Cape 4' fAnzio crea, a distance from
l% to 3% miles westward of the anchorage ares. Bnemy retoliation against
shipping continued in the wse of Tighter-bombers, horizontal and dive bombers,
aircraft mineloyers and sheiling by Long-range artillery.

Gunnery doctrine aboard FREDERICK C. DAVIS was to Tire on any oircraft
scen diving on or known hostile plines during daylignt; and only on visible
tergets attacking the ship by night. Heavy smoke proved to be the best night
defense against flarc-lignted oattacks.

F

Cn 1R February, wthe enemy attempted 2 ottacks on the Anzio area during
the early merning, but both failed to materialize, with one group dropping
bombs to the north of the port. At 0BLS5, twelve German fighters (FW 190's)
approached the harbor from the northwesi at 12,000 feet. They split into
separate flights of 3 or 4 plenes each and dove, dropping bombs in the harbor
area.

At 1210, DAVIS aeparted Anzio vor Naples, hoving been“ﬁﬁﬁieved by USS
HERBERT €, JOWES. After one day in Naples, DAVES sailéai%o alsrmo, Sicily,
returning to Naples on the 10th. She sciled the Following dey for Anzio, and

n“”HﬁG relieved BERBERT C, JONES. The chip imtmedictely comnenced anti-aircraft and

Jgﬁw FEhti--submarine patrol in the inner cnchorage area. ZEnemy aireraft were over-

" Head continuously until 24CO  with all attacks dirccted agninst shore
instellctiions.

During the first attuck at 1320, DAVIS fired briefly et dive-bombers
expending nine rounds of 3 inch 5C caliber ammunition. and twelve rounds of
L0 millimeter. None of the raids camsed any dannge to shipping.

On 18 Febrvary the first action came at 0315 when seven hostile aireraft
Tlew over the port at Low aliitudss in two sepnrete flights, dropping bombe in
the harbor without demage to shipoing.

This flight wes one of the first to commence mining the harbor. One bomb
fell close aboard during the attack at 0%28. No further attacks develoned owver
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On the 19th, enemy single~¢ngined [ighter-bombers were active througnout
the day, but all enemv Formations were broken up by heavy fighter patrois.
Nunerous friendly bombers passed overhead tiroughout the afterncon, hombing
cnemy lines. One B-295 crashed off Cape d' Anzio, cbout one mile from the shin
and sank before rescue operations could be corried cus.

At 0020 on ths 20%th, sacmy alrcernit comrenced o oseries of atiecz:e vhich
caused ninc alevts o be founded throurhoud fnz dny,  Al. hombirngs tock plocs
in the harbor arca ond forwvard area. fAgein vo domage U0 snipnizg wos

recorded.  Shelling o the anchorape ves hesvy during the afternoon, with
negative reetits a2s far o8 the enermy woe councornad.

Six heavy attackzs cn saippirg were ~oroicd oul by the enemy on 21 Feb-
ruary, cormencing at (013, with & Tlorewligated heavy bomber attack. Heavy
shore-hused npbi-aiveraft fire pravenied the enemy Crom noking good runs dm i
this a7’ tﬂ,k o oothor Tight raifs occeunrve. daring the carly —orning, adnmec

The first of a scrize of post-darn attocks ceocurred at 0700, when about
eight single-onpliond Pighteor bOLhP‘F cbtempued a raid on the anchoraye area,
coming in {r~w vhe v im long ifeev dives, A formwtion of four passcd

directly over the ship ot abcul 2,000 Teel,

All ships opened fire on the railders; spoiling their bombing aim with
one plane dowrn=d aboul 2 riile astern of TFRENERTCK C, DAVIS. HNo ships were
damaged, £t 1005 on the came day, & group of eight Pighter-bombors roared
downed out of Lhc 3un, DLRLSLLE LVEDr shﬂﬁp;ug to borh the port area. Heavy
arti-aireraft put wp by 3kins ueforr v hembers from stipping. Heavy
boxber: :;ain nadc toalr oyosscenon at 23D when a glider-oomber attack
swooped fn, Twelve o 1Y 10 Ld's amda T 217's were poicel overhead f'ov attack
during the raidi. Heavy sicle ana anti-aireraft fire discourcged the Germans,
vho dropped but three bonis at on extreme range.

ALY srgnois vore Joarred nnd the bombs erploded hormlessly about Gwo
riles sheowy o the shippling,  Ove nlane was domEd by anti-aircraft fire,
The eneny made his iast saifack ot 2135, using fleres, put overlooking shipping
for shor: borgets.

Fighter-bormbars nmude a brief cpnoarance et Q0U7 on 22 February, but were
diverted by friendly fighlers. AL 1330 heavy shelling causcd zll ships to move
seaward. The shelling continued throughout the day and evening, with one
near miss ofy tlie port querter. Eneny E-boats attemsted an attack al 2200
but were engzngzd by ratrol crart abtout two niles off Cepe d' Anzio with one
eneny craft rcported swik.

a3fcs

The following daysa one ottack by hcavy bombers closed in at 0500 with no
damc.ge reported. TPEDERICK £, DAVIS sailed from Anzio, enroute to Nuples with
Lieutenant Geperal Mark. W. Clark, USH; Bripadier General J. R. Hawkins, USAF;
Major Generai John Lucas, USA; and Brigadier General Gordon Saville, UFA,
aboard Ffor tr¢naportation,ﬁLt.lﬂnaucs Same bAr

From 24 to 28 Fehrunry,DE 133G rersined in Naples where she loaded fuel
ond provisions. ©She sailed again on &9 February 194k for Anzio, Ibaly.
Upon her arrival there; she relieved HERBERT C. JONRS and commenced patrol
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duties around the anchorage ares, Enemy bombers gave the anchorage area a
continuous pounding commencing at 1955 and continuing until 2254. During
this period, en unknown mmber of aircraft dropped at lesst £0 bombs emong
the ships with no domage.

Low clouds gave perheps the best protection to the rhips. lencs aould
be heard diving above the clouds, aend ther bomis would €ali. Th= osionis
were not coordinated, bub plenes Lrmbad whatever they cnuid sze “uraw™ the
clouds, with tarpets illuminated by D:lovw-arercge flare:.

The chip wae stralzd three tines without demage. One alrcraft uas
seen under his owa flares, ard w2~ ivstantly fired on, Tracsrs ware nritting.
The plene banked avey intc a dork sena and was not seen ggala. Tt vas re-
ported the cllewing morning taeh & plane wed crashe? on ire heach., Iv0
others were downed during the :ail, which wes more stecess.'tl on laud uergels,
with two large fires started. #-uy bombs landed wizthién 10C rarils of fue
ehip during the raid. '

FREDERICK C. DAVIS was relieved on 5 March by ZFRIFRT €., JONES '% o She
proceeded 1:'.0 Nap]r.es, Ttaly. AiLer t‘:{o“ C;'zys, _shengg}}?ﬂrﬁga to Anrioﬁ = e. L M
sailed agoin on She 116k ermyonte 0 oo, Alziers h}i{'ﬁ aexy voyugs tocx ner peE?.
to Palermu, Sicily, vhave the prrived oné;"{ M=rch). Q-"ﬁx:e 3’:“5%‘_’:‘03”?1‘ agecrt than
returred to Anrdo on ) Maroh and reouvned anti-submarine and anti-aircralt

petrel.

Beveral homwinz asttacks eclosed ia ear'y in £pril, hovever, no direct hits
were made . Scverol bouts explolicd causia sirapnei hulss Lo toe shtarroard
gide of thc "sizuting Fraddy’.

The largast pombes of awugr &ircrafh to attemmt ~n atteck on shipping
during dayiighi “aws yeearyd . 2 Lrril. The attech 'ms e total loss as
far as the ewncny waL  coneered, for the full powsr of all army and Hevy
anti-aireraft literally covored the siky with an wibrella of chrepnel tursts.
Nine planes wer: Carvinitaly dewmed Ly the cambhined aacvi-giverart fire, with
two probables &g counilars cooingad,

- Very few bombs were dropoed which caused little or no domege., Fricndly
Tighters pickci up the bombers ce they werz leaving the area, and downed
enother eight. P
As 9 BMPING § TEAFFL ConTEsL Sth

US8 HILARY P. JONES relieved FREDERICK C. DAVTS,on 15 April and the )
destroyer escowt smdled for Niples, for fucl and res.. She retarnsd to Anzio (&0 Are:
several-doys.-laten, On 27 April, Lieutenant Commander R. C. Robbins, Jr., USKNR
. cormanding officer 6f FREDERICK C. DAVIS was precented with the Legion of

Merit. P10
o nT
oI 1t cont. T0 S50

During May and,June 194k, the shipaescorted LST convoys from Naples to
Anzio. From 4 to 10 June, she remzined anchored during the daylijz ht hours,
and got uwnderway for patrol arcund the anchorage area during the hours of
darkness. While on patrol, smsll depth charges were dropped in defense against
submarine attacks.
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Numerous alerts were sounded with one mwjor attack oceuring against
shipping at 0005 on 10 June. For one-half hour, 15 JU-88's attacked shipping
in the anchorage with armor piercing and anti-personnel borbs. More than 60
bombs were dropped with many near nisses around DAVIS and other ships.

Float flares were used for the first time by the Germans in the 9o
attacks experienced by DAVIS at Anzio., These flares were very bright and
expertly placed. They served, however, to illuminate the eneny planes for b
ship's anti-aircraft fire. USS SYMBOL received some material damage end obou
25 persomnel casualties. No other damege was reported.

DAVIS arrived at Palerme, Sicily on 13 June and went alongside USS DELTS
for a brief availability period to repair faulty auxiliary boilers and her
ho nlllﬁéneter director ystem pEp. 1L Jon  For. NAeues ARR. VT JUN Rae Comvoy Dury v [TRUAW
AREN v Ak Jud Fen 6
From 27 to 30 June 1944, P.C, DAVIS was in Mers El Kebir Harbor, Oran,
Algeria, undergoing tender availability alongside USS VULCAN. She sailed on
L # July enroute to Bizerte, Tunisia,AxR.7dw

F.C. DAVIS had severel escort jobs between Oran, fAlgerio; LArzew, Algeri
Pplermo, Sicily, ond Naples, Italy during the latter part of July, and early
August 1944. On 9 August, the destroyer escort got underwsy for Ajaccio,

Corsice, arriving on the 12th,w\T LST ASSAULY tonveyfor. Oreanmion GOON.
onN 17 Boe.

The ship sailed ismmedietedly-—after—arvdwing for the sasault erea in Acr
Cavaloire Bey, France. GShe arrived in the Gulf of St. Tropez, France on 15/ s I
August and anchored astern of CATOCTIN, Mumerous red clerts werce sounded ?ggEblﬁﬁ
throughout the dny with one very brief attack by an unknown muiuber of planeSTmﬁ'mv
oceurring at 2058. The ship's guns did not open fire. One LST was hit duri

the atteck.

The entire periocd from 16 to 31 August 1944 was spent off the Southern
France Dbeachhead. Red alerts continued at frequent intervals throughout the
day of the 16th, but the enemy made only one appearance.

The aircraft sighted during this attack were approaching from the S.int
Raphael Area at about 4,000 feet. F, C. DAVIS fired briefly on the aircraft
expending 25 rounds of ocmmunition. The area was cleared of enemy aircraft at
approximately 2105.

On 17 August, ¥REDERICK C. DAVIS was detached from CATOCTIN end assigne
to Task Force 85 as jomming and anti-aircraft guard ship in St. Tropez

Gulf. The ship remained at anchor near the tqgn of S5t. Tropez until 93 Augu
ToEy Moves To UNLoAD | xc BEAcwes N Bare pE s CAVALAIRE Foe SAME

The next day, & single enemy aireraft flew over S5t. Tropez anchorage,
releasing anti-personnel bombs which caused casualties aboard CATOCTIN and 3
the town of S5t. Tropez. F. C, DAVIS commenced firing, and expended o total
of 248 rounds of smmunition.

From 10 through 19 Septemher, the destroyer-escort acted ag a unlt of i
outer anti-submarine and traffic-control screen which was established to
protect the beaches end the route between Dragoon area end Toulon-Merseille.
No enemy contacts were made during this period.
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On 19 September 1944, ¥, C. DAVISawas ordered to return to Oran,lin\pwmy °
preparation for an ultimate return to the United States, The destroyy £M° .
er escort entered the New York Navy Yard on 24 October 1944, end under|Z?
wvent a 30-day overhaul. '

She returned to the Atlantic in early 1945, with Lieutenant James
R. Crosby, USNR, in command, to resume antl-submarine training and
operations., During December and January, the Cowmander-in-Chief,
Atlantic Fleet rvecelved information which suggested that German sub-
warines mlght attempt to attack citles along the Atlantic coast with
robot bombs, possibly launching the mlssiles from the U-boat's decks.
Effective steps were taken by the erection of a broad killer group
barrier across the expected course of German submarine moving toward
the North American coast, This killer group barrier was established
in the mid-Atlantic on 9 April, under the tactlcal commsnd of Captailn
J. R, Ruhsenherger, USN, in the escort cavrler MISSION BAY, Escorts
of thils force, which vas couposed of Task Groups 2211, 22.13, 22.1%,
and 22.5, had remarkable success agalnst the approaching U-boat group,
destroying two durlng the early morning of 16 April, end finishing
off a third on 22 April 1945 LINE
> OHRMED TRaH tess. Worw \lecs ‘REPQ‘LT: ne wuﬂﬂﬁ

PREDERICK ¢, DAVIS operated in the 14-shinp surface barrler force.
On the morning of 22 April, a TBM from the carrier BOGUE sighted a
U~boat in the act of surfacing. The submarine immediately submerged
a3 the TBM made a hurried depth-chasrge attack., A £light of TBM's
were launched and all ships in the barrier were ordered to the area
of contact., Several contacts were made during the night, but
subsequently clasdified as non-sub,

On the morning of 2% April 1945, the German submarine U-546 was
caught by P. C. DAVIS in the act of sneaking through the surface
barrier which was then about 650 miles northitest of the Azores, AL
0829, the sonar striker reported s sharp, clear sound contact, at &
distance of 2000 yards. The target was lost almost immedlately as it
dropped rapidly afft on the stavrboard slde between FREDERICK C. DAVIS
and HAYTER and was lost in the wake.

Lieutenant (junior grade} J. ¥, NMeWhorter, USNR, who was officer of
the deck, rapidly ordered “right standard rudder"” to investiggbetihis
possible contact astern., At 0835, the sound contact was regained by
Ehe sonarwman, and wvas p%otted until 0839, the last report giving the

arget a v o T
ge range of only 650 yards ot o‘f“%_fmﬁ,’,s\ W w015

Suddenly, in a single, disastrous moments, the world blanked out
bermanently for the men in the bridge area of ¥, C. DAVIS, as the
lmpact of a tremendous torpedo explosion hurled scores of intent
flgures to the unylelding overhead. ¥, C, DAVIS had been struck on
the port side in her forward engine spaces by an acoustic torpedo
Fired at point-blank range.

Catastrophe aboard F. C., DAVIS was compounded in the first moments
following the explosion, by the fact that no general alarm had pre-
“lously been sounded since the sound contact had not yet been ident-
-fied as a sub. As a result, many of the men in the after part 4f the
ship, which suffered less extensive damaege, first learned of the
llgaster as they were thrown from their bunks by the explesion. A hand-
"ull of wen, managed to get out of the lower bridge area.





